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|:r November: 
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only one which is 
stockaded village.*’ 
other sites, McCord c 
tinued, “were only clusters 
a few wigwam 'or lodge sites. 
These lodges were made by put¬ 
ting tree trunks in the ground 
like posts, bending the thinner 
tops to form a dome, and then 
covering with bark. The houses 
ranged from 12 to 24 feet In 
diameter, presumably varying 
with the number of inhabitants. 1 ' 

Noting that the village dates back 
to before the Jamestown settle¬ 
ment, McCord said the tribes 
there Indians belonged to and 
the language they spole is un 
known. He commented: *'We hope 
that with digging at other sites 
in the state and in adjoining states 
especially West Virginia, we can 
eventually indenttfy them with a 
particular tribe by similar pot¬ 
tery or burial customs." 

Commenting ^ the ufestyle of 

‘7; village’s Inhabitants, McCord 

said: “These Indians ^ ere 
agricultural people, but they 
hunted, fished and trappedJor 
meat, and they gathered nut , 
berries and other edible vege 
table food In nearby l,,n . ' se 
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with a complete cooking pot, 
which Infers a belief hy the 
tribe in an afterlife. The pot 
presumably contained food for 
the soul of the departed when t 
was first buried. The skeleton of 
a child between one and two 
years of age was found burled 

with a tntiSSi&I scoop with It, 
which may also have once con¬ 
tained food. 
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Hf.AOf ATFRS - Tb« murder 
past mmkm d of Grand Ole 
ON j star Da rid 4 ’Strlngbean" 
Akassa and ms wife at their 

Mar Nashville, Tenn. f 
hroafht a note of sadness to at 
' : or;t Headwaters resident, 

knew him. 

* i truly am sorry," said Mrs. 
O. R. McCray, who has played 
(ht banjo with Strlngbean and 
called him "one of the best.” 

String tern and his close friend. 
L. M. “Grandpa" Jones were to 
have left Nashville Sunday mor¬ 
al:.*; for a bunting trip to High- 

•: Cuuntv. Jones is also an 

■ 

O «r and appeared with 

Stria* :4-an on the television va- 
rU*> sh>w. "Hee Haw.*' 

The bodies of Strlngbean and his 
* wife F s telle were discovered by 
i Jones about 6:30 a.m, Sunday 

» when Jones came to the house 


to meet his long-time friend for 
the hunting trip. 

This would have been String- 
bean’s first trip to Highland, 
Mrs. McCray said, adding that 
he had planned tso come on at 
least two other occasions and 
then had to cancel his plans. 
She said Grandpa Jones has visi¬ 
ted Highland a number of times, 
staying at first at a camp im¬ 
mediately below Headwaters 
owned by Dallas Covey and for 

the past two years at Joe Wheel¬ 
er's camp on the Cowpasture 

River. 

Strlngbean and Grandpa Jones 
were planning to sta> at the 
Wheeler camp on this trip^ Mrs, 

McCray said. 

Mrs. McCray, a well-known lo¬ 
cal banjo player who has ap¬ 
peared on the Grand Ole Opry 
show, said "I’ve been playing 



in case of emergency and asked |. 


uj a an 



Saddens Highlander 


the banjo ever since I was eight 
and I’m almost 85 now and 
(Stringbean’s) one of the best 
I've ever picked the banjo with." 

During her visit to Nashville, 
Mrs. McCray said, she and seve¬ 
ral other banjo players^ includ¬ 
ing Strlngbean, would play to¬ 
gether while waiting for the Grand 
Ole Opry show' to begin. 

"He’s a good banjo picker and 
he can’t be beat," she remarked. 

Mrs. McCray said Strlngbean 
and Grandpa Jones were expected 
to arrive in Highland on Sunday, 
"I looked for them all day yester¬ 
day," she said Monday. She ad¬ 
ded she didn’t know what had 
happened untH she received a 
telephone call Monday morning 
from her daughter, Mrs.Charles 
Phillips of Greenbrier, Tenn., 
who said Strlngbean and his wife 
had been murdered. 

Nashville police said Jones 


found Mrs. Akeman’s body lying 
In the yard in front of the house, 
Strlngbean’s banjo leaning on the 
front doorway and Strlngbean 
himself lying face down inside 
the house. Strlngbean had been 
shot once and his wife three 
times, police said, adding that 
robbery was the apparent motive 
and the house had been ransacked. 



“People who !urn the 
world upside down are not 
apt to i>e setting on top of it/' 
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There is a spirit of independence 
3t a butchering - 4 family knows 
where its meat comes from... 
and doesn't rely on store meat.' 
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land County, according to a tele- mated at about 7,350. With about 



W.Va. Judge Issues Ruling Against 
Clearcutting Practices In Forests 


In a landmark ruling recently 
U. S. District Judge Robert 
Maxwell, a federal district judge 
in West Virginia, has declared 
that trees in federally owned 
woodlands must be tiead, mature 
or large before they can be cut 
and sold as Umber. 

The decision banning clear- 
cutting is based on the 1897 
Organic Act. Clear-cutting is 
described as the cutting af all 
trees from an area, regardless 
of their size or age. This prac¬ 
tice has been popular partly be¬ 
cause such indiscriminate cutting 
is generally cheaper than the 
individual harvesting of trees. 
Under the new ruling, individual 
trees must be marked -and de¬ 
signated before they can be cut. 

The ruling on clear-cutting so 
far affects only the Monongahela 

"'iIlona: Forest in the Allegheny 

Highlands of West Virginia, but 

if It is upheld It could p^tahlkh 

lew guidelines for all federal 
timber lands. 

The suit which provoked the new 
Hi ling was brought by several 

conservationist organisations. 

—i—————■ . - _ _ 


Judge Maxwell said fee Organic 
Act of 1897 "constitutes a clear *• 
directive from Congress to the 
persons charged with the admlni- 1 
st ration of the national forests, , 
that trees can be sold only if 



when the sale serves 



of preserving and promoting the 
younger growth of timber on the 
national forests.*’ Judge Maxwell 
also ruled that Congress bas fell 


authority over the methods used, 
not to be decided by To rest 


management. 

This decision comes at a time 
when the Nixon administration 
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OfJI SCHOOL PICTURE may have been tal 
Valle* area near Itnlar. The Bath County Hist 
,y» th«- man in the middle of the hack row may 


on in the 
orical Ko- 
have been 


named Burns, with a Mr. Baldwin on his right. John Cobb of 
Bolar is thought to be one of the children. 
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d-Storage Project 
Largest in the World 
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BACK CREEK - The largest 
lumped-storage project in the 
wvrifl v< fefltag | ’ .... i ed for con- 
struction in Bath County by Vir¬ 
ginia Electric and Power Com¬ 
pany at a cost of almost $500 
million. Designed by the Baraa 
Engineering Company of Chlca- 
go t * the project will have six 
generating units with a com¬ 
bi red capacity of 2,100,000 watts. 
A license to begin actual work 
on the project is expected to be 
issued in the spring of 1975, 
Exploration and conceptual and 
des;gn work have been in pro¬ 
gress at the Back Creek site 
betwe e n Monterey and Mountain 
Grove for some time. A licence 
from the FPC has been applied 
for the design drawings are 
M*f*« «'• impletion. 2,400 ppto 
will fi>e employed to complete the 
project, and when the actual work 
begtae, they will work 24-hour 
%; . ,r ■ m ifi tl f- five-yeaj 
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stone in the a all of the reser 
voir which could be eroded b 
the water. 

An emergency spill say has be* 
provided at the upper reservoi 


$500 which 


which should never be used* 
Kizilbash said the spillway was 
provided in case of-human error* 
Should the tunnel leading to th€ 
lower reservoir ever become 


vent w at - r f ro iri flowing o ver the 
top of the upper dam. 

The lower reservoir is If ss 
than three-fourths of a mile be¬ 
low the upper reservoir. The 
lower reservoir will provide 30,- 
500 acre-feet of water storage, 
behind a dam more than 150 feet 
high. Water from the lower re¬ 
servoir will supply a recreation 
area downstream. 

The upper reservoir is con¬ 
nected with the lower reservoir 
by a 9,000 foot tunnel at an 
eie\ at Ion of 1970 feet above sea 
level at the lower reservoir. 
Water will travel both ways 
ti;rough conduits in the tunnels. 
When completed, the reservoirs 
will take six months to fill with 
water from Back Creek, 

Vepco plans call for a recrea¬ 
tion lake south of foe lower re¬ 
servoir because foe water level 
behind foe dam will fluctuate as 
much as 50 feet during a 24 
hour period. Swimming, lMating, 
hiking, camping and picnicking 
far Hit toe will be available to the 
public, A rearing station for fish 
la a too planned for this site. 
After route fiou is relocated a 
visitors center will be located 
iirin the low* r dam. 

Qgotoglst Maaruor KiaiUxufo 
praised the project as a Bound 


one. He said the location was 
til# most Ideal site he knows of, 
because of foe natural walls tor 
foe reservoirs provided by foe 
surrounding geologic formations^ 
H e said the site to not only su¬ 
perb, but is also economical, 

Kizilbash said th d protecting 
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:r ; 0 ecology the irca has ne** i 

Considered of first Import an e 
in r he design of the project, 
that foe environment will be left 
as nearly unchanged as possible* 
When completed,. he said, the 
project will only be visible from 
he air. Tests :;or water purity- 
taken each day have shown no 
contamination from on-site work 
done by engineers. Devices which 
measure movement to one one- 
thousandth of an inch have shown 
no movement from test drilling* 
In one location alone, Kizilbash 
said, $2,000 has been spent to 
restore the vegetation that was 
removed in preparing the tes 
drilling site, so that it will not 
1- e a scar on the landscape. Water 
temperature will not be changed 
more than 3 degrees. No r even 
the construction roads will he 
visible when the project is com¬ 
pleted. 


Maple Queers 


Contest, Ball 
Friday Evening 

Monterey - Arnold Keicher of 
wsva tv will be master of 
ceremonies Friday, wheneMaple 
stueen will be dweee to reign 
v#r Highland County to m» aa ? 
Maple Festival. The queen * 111 
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